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Recently, the historical electronics
museum in Baltimore (USA) honored
the life and work of Bose in the year

of his 150™ birth anniversary by
inducting him into Pioneers Hall of
the museum as a permanent exhibit.

had to pay a heavy price for it in his career.
Although his initial papers in physics were
published in the Proceedings of the Royal
Society of London, he faced considerable
difficulty from his western peers in
publishing his later papers on plant
physiology and biophysics.

A unique aspect of Bose’s career was the
early realization (much ahead of time) that
science is about addressing problems in
nature, and not compartmentalizing
knowledge in water-tight compartments
with labels such as ‘physics’, ‘chemistry’,
and ‘biology’. Indian science has
suffered in the past due to such rigid
compartmentalization and it is only now
that new institutes such as the Indian
Institutes of Science Education and
Research (IISERs) are being set up with
the goal of providing comprehensive
education in a broad area of science at
the undergraduate level. If these initiatives
bear fruit, Bose’s vision would take shape
in the context of Indian research in the
next few decades.
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